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The Helen Keller Story
Helen Adams Keller (June 27, 1880 – June 1, 1968) was an
American author, political activist, and lecturer. She was the
first deafblind person to earn a bachelor of arts degree. The
story of how Keller's teacher, Anne Sullivan, broke through
the isolation imposed by a near complete lack of language,
allowing the girl to blossom as she learned to communicate,
has become widely known through the dramatic depictions of
the play and film The Miracle Worker. Her birthday on June
27 is commemorated as Helen Keller Day in the U.S. state of
Pennsylvania and was authorized at the federal level by
presidential proclamation by President Jimmy Carter in 1980,
the 100th anniversary of her birth.

Early Life

Helen Keller was born with the ability to see and hear. At 19
months old, she contracted an illness described by doctors as "an acute congestion of the
stomach and the brain", which might have been scarlet fever or meningitis. The illness left her
both deaf and blind. At that time, she was able to communicate somewhat with Martha
Washington, the six-year-old daughter of the family cook, who understood her signs; by the
age of seven, Keller had more than 60 home signs to communicate with her family.

Keller explained that her motivation for activism came in part from her concern about blindness
and other disabilities:

I was appointed on a commission to investigate the conditions of the blind. For the
first time I, who had thought blindness a misfortune beyond human control, found
that too much of it was traceable to wrong industrial conditions, often caused by the
selfishness and greed of employers. And the social evil contributed its share. I
found that poverty drove women to a life of shame that ended in blindness.

Posthumous Honors

In 2003, Alabama honored its native daughter on its state quarter.
The Helen Keller Hospital in Sheffield, Alabama is dedicated to her.
There are streets named after Helen Keller:

Zurich1. 
Getafe2. 
Lod3. 
Lisbon4. 
Caen5. 

A stamp was issued in 1980 by the United States Postal Service depicting Keller and
Sullivan, to mark the centennial of Keller's birth.
On October 7, 2009, a bronze statue of Helen Keller was added to the National Statuary
Hall Collection


